
GETTING BACK TO SCOUTING IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND

The purpose of this presentation is to make Scouters, parents/guardians and 
our youth members aware of COVID-19 and measures to control the risk of 
infection as they choose to return to some limited scouting activities during 

the summer months

Please read this information prior to you/your child returning to scouting



What is COVID-19?



Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a 
newly discovered coronavirus.  A coronavirus is a type of virus. 

COVID-19 is a new strain of coronavirus. It can affect your lungs and 
airways. 

At this time, there are no specific vaccines or treatments for COVID-
19. However, there are many ongoing clinical trials evaluating 
potential treatments. 

Everyone should do what they can to stop coronavirus spreading.  
The best way to prevent and slow down transmission is be well 
informed about the COVID-19 virus, the disease it causes and how it 
spreads.



COVID-19
Symptoms and how it spreads



Coronavirus 
Key Symptoms

1. A high temperature – this means 

you feel hot to touch on your 

chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature), or;

2. A new, continuous cough – this 

means coughing a lot for more 

than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if 

you usually have a cough, it may 

be worse than usual), or;

3. Anosmia - the loss or a change in 

your normal sense of smell (it can 

also affect your sense of taste



Reduce the risk of 
catching or spreading 
coronavirus

• The transmission of COVID-19 is 
thought to occur mainly through 
respiratory droplets generated by 
coughing and sneezing, and through 
contact with contaminated surfaces. 

• The predominant modes of 
transmission are assumed to be 
droplet and contact.



COVID-19
The risk of developing Covid-19



Individuals more at risk

Clinically vulnerable individuals who are at higher risk of severe illness 
(for example, people with some pre-existing conditions as set out in the 
staying at home and away from others (social distancing guidance) have 
been advised to take extra care in observing social distancing.

Clinically extremely vulnerable individuals will have received a letter 
from the NHS/GP and should continue to follow Government advice. 
Many restrictions remain in place to protect those who are at very high 
risk of severe illness from COVID-19 from coming in to contact with the 
virus. 

People who are shielding (a measure introduced to minimise interaction 
with others) remain vulnerable and should continue to take precautions

Other Individuals

Returning to scouting is voluntary for all youth members and Scouters.

You should only participate when you feel it is safe and right to do so.



COVID-19
Scientific Advice 



Scientific Advice and Information

Recently the Department for Education (in England) published an Overview of scientific advice and 
information on coronavirus (Covid-19). This shows that: 

• There is a high degree of confidence that the severity of the disease in children is lower than in 
adults; 

• There is a moderate to high degree of confidence that the susceptibility to clinical disease of 
younger children (up to age 13) is lower than adults; 

• For older children there is not enough evidence yet to determine where the susceptibility to 
disease is different to adults; 

• The susceptibility to infection of younger children (up to the age of 13) might be lower than for 
adults, but the degree of confidence is low; 

• For older children there is not enough evidence yet to determine whether susceptibility is 
different to adults; and 

• There is no evidence to suggest children transmit this virus more than adults. Some studies 
suggest that younger children may transmit less, but this evidence is mixed and provides a low 
degree of confidence at best. 



Department of Education Guidance
Latest update



Department of Education Update
On the 19 March 2020, generic youth services were stood down by the Minister for Education in 
line with school closures and in response to PHA guidance as a result of COVID-19. 

On the 29 June 2020 The Minister for Education gave permission for the provision of some limited 
activities for young people over the summer months, stating he felt there would be “real value in 
facilitating from some form of structured activity for young people over the summer months which 
would provide them with the opportunity to meet with others in a safe environment”. 

Any activities are completely voluntary and are subject to risk assessment and adherence to 
maximum capacities. 

On 6 July 2020 the Education Authority NI provided sector guidance around Youth Restart which is 
linked to the wider Education Restart which can be found https://www.eani.org.uk/supporting-children-and-
young-people

Activities should only restart if you are confident you can do so safely. 

NOTE:  This is not a return to a normal summer scouting programme

https://www.eani.org.uk/supporting-children-and-young-people


Permitted Scouting Activities 
Latest update @ 6 July 2020



Scouting Activities Permitted @ 3 July 2020
Activity Area Status

Indoor Meetings Not 
Permitted

Will not resume until September 2020 (detailed guidance to be provided)

Indoor Overnight 
Activities

Not 
Permitted

No plans to resume currently

Outdoor Day 
Activities

Permitted Do’s
• Identify safe, outdoor spaces for use for your activities
• Adhere to social distancing - keep a 2 metre (6 feet) space between you and other people to decrease and interrupt the spread of

COVID-19.
• Use wide spaces. 
• You should avoid visiting popular beauty spots whenever there is a chance that large numbers of people will converge and crowds will 

form
• Day activities should be geared for moving events like hikes and walks. 
• Small group systems need to be utilised and the activities should be designed with only small groups in mind. 
• Have smaller groups with the same scouter and equipment assigned to each group.
• Review the resources and materials you use to deliver programmes. Can these be reduced?  If sharing of resources cannot be reduced 

are there appropriate and adequate cleaning materials available to clean these after use?
• Youth members should only attend outdoor activities for their own section.

Don’ts
• Do not shake hands or make close contact where possible.
• Do not share objects.

Outdoor Overnight 
Activities

Permitted

(with 
restrictions)

Do’s
• Continue with virtual overnight activities from own home where possible.
• For older sections (scouts and ventures) camping or bivvying should only take place if social distancing and hygiene measures can be 

adhered to AND if youth members and their parents are satisfied with health and safety measures. 
• A full risk assessment should be completed that includes the risk of CoVId-19. 

Don’ts
• Do not organise outdoor overnight activities for younger Beaver and Cub scout sections. 

International travel Not 
Permitted

Online work only in relation to the development of partnerships and the potential for youth contact.



Key Control Measures
Scouters



Key Control Measures for Scouters

Education and awareness of advice and guidance before returning to scouting 
Complete the Getting Back to Scouting NI Specific Training on the Scout Foundation website 
https://www.scoutfoundation.info/

Only participate when you feel it is safe and right to do so

Ensure parent/guardian contact details are up to date

Consider being/appointing a Covid-19 supervisor in your group (refer to the role description)

Complete the Health Questionnaire. Immediately notify your Covid-19 supervisor if you develop 
symptoms. If you develop symptoms, stay at home and contact your GP if required

Adhere to hygiene best practice

Observe social distancing guidelines

Promote behaviours to reduce spread of the virus

Establish drop off to avoid traffic jams

Organise only outdoor activities in line with guidance

Complete the Return to Scouting checklist (next slide) prior to starting any activities

https://www.scoutfoundation.info/


COVID-19 Supervisor Role ➢It is important that the right 
person(s) is selected for the role. 

➢A backup COVID-19 Supervisor is 
preferred both to provide support 
and present cover if the COVID-19 
Supervisor is unavailable.

Proactive Day to Day Duties of the COVID-19 Supervisor

Ensure Scouters complete relevant Health Questionnaires and training.

Monitor day to day activities to ensure social distancing and hygiene rules are 
being maintained to protect health and reduce the spread of the C-19 virus. 

At all times promote and coach good hygiene practises to everyone.

Ensure hand wash liquid/soap and hand sanitisers are available as required.

Ensuring compliance to the 2m social distancing rule and good hygiene is not 
the sole responsibility of the COVID-19 Supervisor. Their role is supported by all 
scouters, adults and youth members. In instances where there is non-
conformance with social distancing the COVID-19 Supervisor is to intervene.

Ensure the contact tracing log is being completed (shredded after 14 days) and 
that workers are using their own pens in this regard.

Report any areas of non-compliance to management and ensure these are 
addressed.

A COVID-19 Supervisor must not put themselves at risk while carrying out their 
duties

Keep up to date on HSE/DCYA guidelines

Reactive Duties of the COVID-19 Supervisor

Know what action is required if there is a confirmed case 
or if they have been made aware of an individual with 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Assisting in contact tracing should there be a confirmed 
case of COVID-19

Know what action First Aiders should take if an emergency 
occurs. 
• Try to assist at a safe distance from the casualty as much as you can and 

minimise the time you share a breathing zone. If they are capable, direct them 
to do things for you where possible.

• Only deliver CPR by chest compressions and use a defibrillator(if available) –
don’t do rescue breaths. Before starting CPR, to minimise transmission risk, 
use a cloth or towel to cover the patient’s mouth and nose, while still 

permitting breathing to restart following successful resuscitation.

Social distancing compliance is the responsibility of everyone



Return to Scouting Checklist for Scout Groups
Tick Ref List of Suggested Actions (this list is a guide and is not an exhaustive list)

1 Have all Scouters read the Getting Back to Scouting NI Specific Training on the Scout Foundation website https://www.scoutfoundation.info/

2 Are you aware of the relevant advice and guidance before returning to scouting (which must be strictly adhered to)? 
a) Departmental guidance supporting the Restarting of Youth Services which provides guidance and support for returning to youth services for safe working in all 

educational settings in Northern Ireland https://www.eani.org.uk/supporting-children-and-young-people and in particular Supporting the Restarting of Youth Services
b) Current NI Executive public health measures https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus and current public health guidance https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/ 
c) The Executive’s 5 stage recovery plan https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/execoffice/execuitveour-approach-todecision-making.pdf

and the latest coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations in Northern Ireland as outlined in the Executive’s 5 stage recovery plan 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you

d) Scouting Ireland’s Getting Back to Scouting Roadmap (latest version)

3 Have you identified activities to best support children and young people’s health and wellbeing?  Applying the risk benefits approach, are there activities which 
may be safer or more critical to restart than others e.g. hikes and walks?

4 Have you completed a Covid-19 Risk Assessment of your planned activities for young people?  Have the Trustees approved it? 

5 Consider having a Covid-19 supervisor in your group (or several). Refer to the role description in the Getting Back to Scouting NI Specific Training on the Scout 
Foundation website https://www.scoutfoundation.info/

6 Have you considered any additional communication or support measures, particularly for young people with disabilities, young people for whom English is not 
their first language and/or vulnerable young people? 

7 Have you adjusted group sizes in line with Government Guidance? 

8 Have you identified any safe, outdoor spaces for use by your programme? If so, what programme activities lend themselves to the outdoor environment? 

9 Have you reviewed resources and limited sharing and/or enhanced cleaning procedures? 

10 Are there distance/online activities which can be introduced to enhance service delivery? 

11 Have you completed Child Protection and Safeguarding Risk Assessments for all planned activities?

12 Have you considered what action to take if a Scouter or youth member is not adhering to social distancing/hygiene guidelines?

13 Have all Scouters completed the Health Questionnaire?

https://www.scoutfoundation.info/
https://www.eani.org.uk/supporting-children-and-young-people
https://www.eani.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-07/Welcoming%20Youth%20Supporting%20the%20Restarting%20of%20Youth%20Services_0.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/execoffice/execuitveour-approach-todecision-making.pdf
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you
https://www.scoutfoundation.info/


Health Questionnaire



Contact Tracing Log



Key Control Measures
Parents/Guardians



Key Control Measures for Parents/Guardians

Education and awareness of public health advice and guidance before returning to scouting
a) Read the Getting Back to Scouting NI Specific Training slides on the Scout Foundation website https://www.scoutfoundation.info/ which 

includes information for parents/guardians
b) Current NI Executive public health measures https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus and current public health guidance 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/ 
c) The latest coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations in Northern Ireland and the steps outlined in the Executive’s 5 stage recovery plan 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you

Only participate when your child and you feel it is safe and right to do so

Ensure contact details are up to date

Check your child’s temperature before sending them to activities

Immediately notify Covid-19 supervisor if your child develop symptoms. If your child develop 
symptoms, stay at home and contact your GP if required

Explain social distancing requirements to them and the importance of adhering to it

Promote behaviours to reduce spread of the virus

Drop off and leave. Do not stay to observe activities (unless agreed e.g. special medical 
conditions)

Collect on time

Social distancing is advised when travelling in vehicles to/from activities

https://www.scoutfoundation.info/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you


Key Control Measures
Youth Members



Key Control Measures for Youth Members

Education and awareness of public health advice and guidance before returning to scouting
a) Read the Getting Back to Scouting NI Specific Training slides on the Scout Foundation website https://www.scoutfoundation.info/ which 

includes information for youth members
b) Current NI Executive public health measures https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus and current public health guidance 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/ 
c) The latest coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations in Northern Ireland and the steps outlined in the Executive’s 5 stage recovery plan 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you

Only participate when you feel it is safe and right to do so

Be familiar with the social distancing requirements

Practice good cough/sneeze etiquette and dispose of any tissues responsibly

Avoid touching your face

Refrain from handshakes, high fives, etc.

Never share your belongings e.g. water bottle with others

It is important that you tell someone immediately if you feel unwell

Promote behaviours to reduce spread of the virus

https://www.scoutfoundation.info/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-and-what-they-mean-you


MUST KNOWS FOR EVERYONE

The purpose of this presentation is to make Scouters, parents/guardians 
and our youth members aware of COVID-19 and measures to control the 

risk of infection as they choose to return to scouting

REMEMBER



SOCIAL DISTANCING
If you leave the place where you live, you should 
wherever possible maintain a social distance of at 
least 2 metres (6 feet) between you and anyone 
outside of your household, to minimise your 
exposure to the virus and the potential to spread 
the infection. 

On occasions when social distancing may not be 
possible or practicable, e.g. when providing or 
receiving medical assistance, other effective 
measures including good hand hygiene and 
respiratory hygiene practices should be 
considered crucial and adopted. 



Washing your hands properly is 
one of the most important 
things you can do to help 
prevent and control the spread 
of many illnesses. 

When you need to wash your 
hands

Hands normally carry lots of 
germs and should be washed:

- after you use the toilet; 
- before you touch food; 
- when you can see that they’re 
dirty; or 
- after you have coughed or 
sneezed into your hands. Washing your hands regularly will help to stop COVID-19 from spreading

HAND HYGIENE






