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Many families across Northern Ireland will be 
turning to the great outdoors for their summer 
holiday this year. Camping with the kids is 
a wonderful way to experience something 
new as a family – but it can also bring its own 
challenges. If you’ve been toying with the idea 
of camping, but you really don’t know where 
to start, then here’s your chance to learn all 
you need to know. We caught up with Scouting 
Ireland Scout Leaders, Tony Smith, and Amy 
McCrickerd, to discover how to sleep under the 
stars like a pro…

According to Tony, the top three things to remember for a fantastic 
family camping experience are to: 1) Pick a really good campsite that 
has a good rating. 2) Make sure you plan and book ahead as camping 
has gotten very popular. Campsites fill up very quickly so you need to 
get your booking in early. 3) The sun doesn’t set until late in summer, 
and young children may find it difficult to settle while it’s light. A later 
than usual bedtime when we go camping is often one of  the things that 
my kids loved. However, the sun does rise early in summer too, making 
tents very warm and bright so do remember everyone will be tired. 
Amy suggests always bringing more food than you think you will need, 
or plan to pick up food, as being outside makes kids hungry and it all 
tastes better when eaten al fresco! Pack plenty of  easy-to-prepare foods 
such as fruit, cereal bars and crackers that don’t need to be kept cool.
Family camping takes practice and on your first camping trip things 
may not go to plan. Tony believes that preparation is key – and part of  
the fun – saying, “It’s all about making sure, before you go on the trip, 
you practise putting up the tent, cooking a meal on your gas cooker 
and, if  possible, even spend one night, sleeping in your tent in your 
back garden. Also maybe try out a two-day trip first just for a weekend 
before you attempt to go for a longer camping experience. Amy’s advice 
for a fab first time family camp is, “It takes longer than you think to 
pack everything up so give yourself  plenty of  time so you don’t start 
to stress, especially if  kids are too little to help much, oh and bring 
extra socks! And what should be on your camping checklist? Tony says, 
“Start by listing the absolute essentials. There’s plenty of  great family 
camping checklists that can be found on the Internet, for example Go 
Outdoors has a good one with everything a family needs to bring. Also 
remember if  you’re bringing electronics for the children to make sure 
you don’t forget your chargers. Also don’t forget any special creams or 
medications.” Amy advises, “Checklists will vary for family to family 
but mine is tent; sleeping bags; roll mats; clothes for each day (plus one 
spare); towel; toiletries; food; water bottles; spare shoes and socks; torch 
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or lantern; teddy and a first aid kit.”.
So, you’re all packed and good to go but where 
to? What should families look for when choosing a 
campsite? Tony suggests, “Find out whether there 
are rainy-day options within a reasonable distance. 
A campsite that has activities organised on site, such 
as water sports, will give the kids the opportunity to 
exercise and also to try something new. Make sure it 
has lots of  space to play ball games and ride bikes, 
or natural play areas like woods.” When looking for 
a cool campsite, Amy’s top tip is to, “Check what 
facilities are available. Some have washing machines 
so you can bring less clothes, and hot water on site 
for washing dishes making camp life just a little less 
complicated.”
And what about safety measures  that you should you 
be aware of ? Tony recalls, “When our children were 
younger we would create a set of  boundaries for them 
at the campsite. We would pick features around it that 
they were not allowed to go past. It’s important that 
the children know to stay within the boundaries of  
the campsite. Also, if  there is water on the campsite 
children need to understand that an adult must always 
be present when they’re near the water.”
Amy adds,  “Some sites have night-time security such 
as forest service sites which for me, as a single parent 
with small children, is very reassuring.”
Our last question for the two experts was where are 
their favourite spots in Northern Ireland for a family 
camp out? Tony replies, “For us, as a family, it just 
has to be the north coast. We’ve spent a number of  
camping holidays around that area and it’s great 
for the views, the history and for avid Game of  
Thrones fans. It’s a fantastic place to visit. Amy’s 
recommendation is, “Personally, my favourite family 
campsite is Tollymore Forest Park. It’s a beautiful place 
with a lovely park for the kids, close to the beach and 
in the Mourne Mountains. There are so many free 
and fun activities to do that you can easily spend a 
week there and still not run out of  things to do.”

Tony Smith, (Scouting 
Ireland Scout Leader 
14th Fermanagh, 
Derrylin) has been 
involved in scouting 
for 42 years and sits on 
the board of directors 
of Scout Foundation 
Northern Ireland and 
the board of directors of 
Campsites and facilities 
of the Association.

Amy McCrickerd, 
(Group Leader 7th 
Dromore, Craigavon) is 
a group leader and has 
been a Scouting Ireland 
Scout Leader for five 
years.

How To Camp 
Like A Scout
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Ni4kids has teamed up with 
The Scout Foundation Northern Ireland and 
Scouting Ireland to keep kids active and busy over the school summer 
holidays. If your child has ever thought that they might like to find out 
more about becoming a scout, then this is their perfect opportunity to 
give it a go and earn a Scout badge and a certificate!
There are three challenges recommended for children aged 6 years old 
and above and they can choose to take part in just one, or do all three. 
And if they compete all three challenges they should probably think 
about becoming a real scout! There are 50 badges for each challenge 
up for grabs, so why not do something different this August and see if 
you have what it takes! 
Go to scoutfoundation.info/Ni4kidsreaders for full details and 
instructions for each of the three challenges below:

CHALLENGE 1 – LENS LOCKDOWN 2020
A photography challenge where 
you have to submit a total of four 
photographs with the following themes: 
1) Nature & the environment, 2) Creativity, 
3) Life during lockdown and 4) Hope. 

CHALLENGE 2 – HOME HIKE 2020
The goal of this challenge is for you as a scout to increase 
the number of steps you take each day by ‘virtually 
climbing’ well-known mountains across the world. 
Set your own personal challenge and see how many 
mountains you can climb.

CHALLENGE 3 – H2O 2020
This challenge is based on the theme of water, 
highlighting that it is one of the most important 
substances on earth. There are a total of four activities to 
complete to earn this badge including hydration, saving 
water, STEM and creativity activities. You must complete 
all four activities to earn the badge.

Email Ni4kidsreaders@scoutfoundationni.org.uk with your entries and 
any questions. Good luck!

Try Out Being
A Scout!

IF YOU

NEED SOME INSPIRATION 
CHECK OUT THE PHOTOS 

SUBMITTED BY SCOUTS AT  
SCOUTFOUNDATION.INFO/

PHOTO-ALBUMS
I think the badge people may use a 
full colour option, but the individual 
colours are: 
100% Yellow
Pantone 288 blue
100% Magenta
Purple: c37 / m93 / y0 / b0
Yellow: c0/m43/y80/b0
Green: pantone 321
Red: c14/m100/y100/b5
Blue: 100% Cyan
Green Pantone 362
Peach: c0/m51/y62/b0

T&Cs: Competition closing date is 5pm Friday 28 August 2020. Scout badges are limited to 50 per challenge 
on a first received and fully completed basis. Ni4kids editor and Scouting Foundation NI decision is final. For 
full T&Cs visit ni4kids.com/competitions and scoutfoundation.info/Ni4kidsreaders.


